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= HEN the Dean of Chicheſter 
was pleaſed, in his Vindication 
Fl of the Corporation and Teft Adds, 
do allege ſome paſſages of my 

Lester to Dr. Snape, he did ic 
in a manner which appear'd very ſhocking 
to many others, as well as myſelf. The abuſe 
was indeed ſo groſs, that T was perſuaded it 
could not fail to be cenſur'd by all that had 
any ſenſe of honour and juſtice. Nor was I 
miſtaken; for immediately 'twas complain'd 
of by ſeveral, ſtrangers as well as acquaint- 
ance. The policy of his management mult 
be acknowleg'd to have been extremly fine, 
but ſuch as could hardly be expected from ; 


any perſon, except the Dean, 
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when the diſſenters were expeaing to be 
eaſed of ſome hardſhips they groan'd under, 
what could be more likely to prevent it, than 
the inflaming mens paſſions againſt them? For 
t his end he ſeem'd to paſs a complement upon 
me, Vindic. p. 43. that he might the more 
ſharpen the weapon he put into our enemies 
hands, for the wounding our whole body. 


The Dean knows as well as any man, that 


A preſent turn may be ſerv'd by a malicious 
_ repreſentation, before the injur'd perſon can 


have an opportunity, to clear himſelf ; and 
that his defence (if he makes any) may not 


come to the view of all, who have receiv'd an 
ill impreſſion concerning him. He is well 
enough appris'd, how induſtrious party zeal 


uſually makes men, to ſpread a calumny, 


which they apprehend may be uſeful to their 
cauſe. I have the more reaſon to complain 


of this uſage, becauſe I am aſſur'd, that, e- 


ven ſince my Defence was publiſh'd, the Dean's 
example has been followed by others; who 
have given the ſame invidious turn to my in- 


nocent expreſſions, in ſome public meetings 
of the clergy, and, I wiſh I could not ſay, 


in a much more honourable aſſembly. 


The Dean's Vindication being writen in an- 
ſwer to my Lord Biſhop of Bangor, his uſage 


pf me could not but Foe in his Lordſhip's 
FEE . Way, 
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way, who has accordingly taken notice of it, 


The common rights of ſubjects defended, &c. p. 
204. His Lordſhip has diſcover'd ſo impartial 
and exact a judgment thro' his whole manage- 
ment of the controverſy, that I cannot but 


expect what he ſays will be regarded by all 


equal judges ; and the paragraph, wherein he 


ſpeaks of this matter, being very much to my 


advantage, no one will wonder that I am 


careful to preſent the reader with it. Thus 


then it ſtands in his Lordſhip's moſt excellent 
piece, wherein I account it a great honour 


to be mentioned, for which I am much in- 


debted to the: Dean. 


What the Dean n nt of 
l Mr. Peirce, &c. tends indeed to inflame mens 
hearts in the caufe ; but not to enlighten 
* their anderfigndions..- It belongs to others 
to demand. juſtice in this caſe. They have 
done it, by ſhewing the moſt groſs miſun- 
* derſtanding, or miſrepreſentation of their 
words, that was almoſt ever ſeen. But they 
© were moving words : and the paſſage i in the 


© Dean's book is too lively and conſiderable to 


be parted with. It takes up too many pages, 
o 


* and its abſence would make a great void in 


the argument: and therefore, Let it ffi 
f 


ſtand in all the editions of the hath: without 
any public notice, much bs alteration of the 
ry miſtake. 
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© miſtake. But good and reaſonable chriſti- 


ans will bluſh for thoſe, who thus refuſe 


to do unto others what they would that others 
© ſhould do unto them. 


TI am glad the Dean in his preface owns this 


to be a charge of an high nature; for I was 


ready to gueſs, from his way of writing, that 


he eſteem'd it a meer trifle, to which a man 
might expoſe himſelf without the leaſt con- 
cern. He ſays, that in this charge bis Lordſhip 
is not principal, but appears only as a ſecond to 
Mr. Peirce. But any one may ſee by his 


Lordſhip's words, that he apprehended not 


any need I had of a ſecond in fo plain a 

| caſe; and therefore deſcended not to particu- 
lars, but refer'd only in general to the De- 
| fence I had already made. I am ſorry his 
Lordſhip ſhould meet with the contempt of 
being called my ſecond, meerly for expreſ- 
ſing a juſt abhorrence of the baſeneſs with 
which I was miſrepreſented. This ſeems to 
me a compaſſion which is due to wronged 
Innocence, and very becoming any perſon of 
a generous temper, even when he do's not 


favour a man's argument, and much leſs would 
be thought to appear as bis ſecond. And the 
Dean above all men, one would think, ſhould 


have been ſenſible, that his Lordſhip might 


complain, as he do's, wich a very different de- 
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ſign. le has met with ſo much trouble of 
the like nature from thoſe who have been 
writing againſt him, that he may well be 
allow'd for his own ſake to endeavour to 
| ſhame men, if poſſible, out of ſuch a diſin- 
genuous way of managing controverſies, _ 
The Dean thinks, that bad bis Lordſhip been 
deſcribing the moſt profligate degree of ſhameleſneſs, 
bie could not have laid on ſtronger colours. But 
as his Lordſhip apprehends his miſrepreſentation 
of my words to be the moſt groſs that was al- 
moſt ever ſeen, the deſcription could not have 
been lively enough, if it had been made in 
fainter colours. The Dean may call the Bi- 
ſhop's uſage of him unparallel ; but I hope 

to ſatisfy all good and reaſonable chriſtians, that 

his own uſage of me do's much better de- 
ſerve that name. 

Iwill be allow'd, I hope, that to zuko di- 
ſtant parts of any writing, and join them to- 
gether, as tho' they were concerning one and 

the ſame ſubject, when they really are not, 
and by this art to endeavour to faſten upon 

an adverſary an odious meaning, he never in- 
tended, is as abuſive and groſs a miſrepreſenta- | 
tion as Can well be. This is what I charged 


the Dean with in my Reflections; and I ſhall 
now make good my charge. 
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The Dean in his Vindication, p. 49. Cites 
theſe words from my Letter to Dr. Snape, 
p. 5. © How could you ſuggeſt we don't ſo 
** much as pretend the terms of your commu- 
* nion arefinful? ” And then he adds: And 
| be goes on to give inſtances of ſi ful terms in our 
communion ; and then, i in the name of all his bre- 

 thren, he KY a judgment that makes the whole 
eccleſiaſticab conſtitution ful. Here he a- 
gain cites my words, p. G . You may de- 


* pend upon it, that the great body of the 


2 diſſenters judge the N of communion 
* to be ſinfully impos' d. Upon which he 
the comments: This ſtrikes not at one, or at 
many of our terms of communion, but at the 


whole eſtabliſhment ; rhe foundation itſelf is ſin, 


and nothing good can be raiſed on it : and there- 


fore he very frankly and conſiſtently declares, p.30. 
We reſoics to ſee the foundations ſhaken, 
e and the fabric ſinking, as we never doubt- : 


© ed but it would ſome time or other.“ 
Here I lay the ground of one charge a- 


gainſt the Dean, that he makes this laſt ſen- 
tence, tho' it ſtands at the diſtance of twenty- 
four pages from the others, to be ſpoken con- 
cerning the ſame thing, when any man may 
ſee plainly it is not. .The reader may obſerve, 
how careful the Dean is in his comments up- 


on my words, P.F, 6. to impreſs him {trong« 
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ly, that I was there ſpeaking of the whele ec 


cleſſaſtical conflitution, the whole eſtabliſhment ; 
and very artfully he repreſents me as making 
the FOUNDATION. itſelf to be a ſin 
uſe not the word foundation in char Space: 


tho” I 


Thus a miſt is caſt before the reader's eyes; 


and being prepoſſeſs'd that I ſpeak of the 
© foundation. in one place, he is more eaſily 


3 brought to believe I ſpeak of the ſame founda- 


tion in the other. If men of common ſenſe 
and. honeſty can read the whole para- 


5 graph, wherein the latter ſentence is con- 
tain d, and believe I am juſtly dealt with; 
I will be content to lie under the ſevereſt 
cenſure for my charge againſt the Dean, while 
he ſhall paſs for a fair writer. But if the con- 
trary appears, I hope ſome. will bluſh for 


him, who cannot bluſh for himſelf. 

Let the reader now mind how that ſentence 
comes in. Dr. Snape had reproach'd the diſ- 
fenters, and among them myſelf by name, 
for being ſilent, and not defending Calvin, 
when he was condemn'd by Mr. Pillonniere as 


a friend to perſecution. I tell the Dr. in an- 
ſwer: © That we never profeſs d a religious 


* adherence to the opinion of Calvin, or 


© any other uninſpir'd writer whatever. And 


after ſome other things, I add : © Certainly- 
men have been too much led by an implicit 
B fen 
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| faith, among all parties of chriſtians: and 
'ris high time now to diſcard all ancertain 
and fallible authorities, and to depend up- 
on plain reaſon and ſcripture. I am glad, 
when I ſee that mean and ſervile temper give 
way to a more noble and generous way of 
thinking ; and men ſeek to govern their 
* faith and practice, not by the great names of 


men, churches, councils, con vocat ions, or aſ- 


85 cc ſemblies ; but by the only rule, the word of 
© God. This is what we have always pro- 
8 fels'd ; and I am much miftaken, if we are 


« like to be moved by any reaſons you have 


c brought to the contrary. We can't ſee the 
© CAUSE OF SLAVERY thrives under your 


© management, which is a mean defence a. 


„ gainſt a noble and brave oppoſition. 
Then follows the ſentence he hasriecoght fic | 
to pervert. © We rejoice to ſee the foundations 
© ſhaken, and the fabric ſinking, as we never 
c doubted but it would ſome time or other.” 
To which I added: © We are pleaſed to ſee 


© you are ſenſible your skill fails you, and 
© that you begin to cry out for help. And 
ce believe it, we will not at this time of day 


© abandon a noble principle, which we have al- 


* ways held, either to gratify your perſecuting 
0: e, or to ſecure the reputation of our 
much admir'd Calvin. 


Let 


(11 ) 


s Let any reader now try, if he can find a 


ſingle word in the whole paſſage, that ſhould 


incline him to think I was ſpeaking particu- 
larly of che church of England, of the whole 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, the whole eftabliſhment, 
or the foundation of it. Dr. Snape gave me no 
occaſion for it in this place, who was calling 
upon me to defend the cauſe of Calvin and 
presbytery, meaning really thereby the cauſe 
of ſlavery and perſecution. I am ſpeaking a- 

gainſt an evil with which I ſuppoſe al parties, 


and conſequently my own, have been more 


or leſs chargable. We have indeed always 
avow'd the principle, that the word of God 
is the only rule; but I fear we have not been 
fo ſteady to it, as never to receive any thing 
too eaſily upon truſt, when it has come re- 
commended to us by the names of great and 
good men, or ſuch bodies of them as we 
have highly eſteem d. The foundations and 
fabric I ſpeak of might eaſily be perceiv'd, 

by thoſe of a very ordinary capacity, to be 
the ſame with the cauſe of ſlavery, mention d in 
the immediately foregoing ſentence : and 
ſuch a man as the Dean could not poſſibly 
miſtake it, but thro' inexcuſable careleſneſs, 
or a much worſe cauſe. I ſhould have cha- 
 ritably hoped his groſs miſrepreſentation 
might be owing to the former of theſe, had 
VVV . 1 
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he not conftrain'd me to a more diſagreeable 
opinion of him, by n. in it, after I had 


clear'd my ſelf. 


If my charge againſt him was very moleft, . 
as he ſays; I aſſure him the reaſon was not, 
becauſe I thought the injury did not deſerve 


to be ſpoken of in ſeverer terms; but that I 


might by my ſoft anſwer give him as little 
offence as poſſible: which I thought was 


the moſt likely way to work upon his inge- 
nuity, if he had any, and ingage him to do 
me juſtice. But the continuing the abuſe in 


all the editions of his Book, after I had de- 


fended myſelf, is ſuch an aggravation, as will 8 
juſtify his Lordſhip's ſeverer expreſſions. 


When the Dean had tranſcribed the above 
mention'd paſſage, he ſubjoin'd theſe words 
in his moving ſtrain : What hopes, what tri- 
umphs are theſe ! With relation to them! ſaid, 


Reflect. p. 41. Nor can J fee, why the Dean 


* ſhould be offended either with my hopes, or 


e triumpbs, upon the prevailing of true and 


te generous principles ; eſpecially when *tis un- 
* der the management of ſo bright an orna- 
* ment of his own communion. * Upon 


this the Dean in the Preface to his late An- 


ſwer &c. makes his animadverſions. - Ti ro 


be obſeru'd bere, ſais he, that Mr. Peirce chan- 
a tbe ideas _ * ** 18 "ey anſwering, but 


1 fing 
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Pifting the charge. | He was to tell , what be 
meant by rejoicing to ſee foundations ſhaken: 
and he anſwers : That he rejoices to ſee true prin- 
ciples prevail. This it not to the purpoſe : the 
queſtion is : What were the foundations, which in 
his prophetic dream he beheld ſhaking ; ; and what 


the ne f his Joy in ; their approaching ru- 
ine? 


The Dean has now much mended the mat- 
ter; and to clear himſelf from one miſrepre- 
ſentation has run into another. I had before 
ſhewn what foundations I meant, by tranſcri- 
bing the preceding ſentence ; but that it 
might appear that I meant no ocher than the 
cauſe of ſlavery, I put theſe words in tranſ- 


 ſcribing them in Tralic ; which I thought was 


as much as was neceſſary to make the ſenſe 
obvious. Having thus clear'd my meaning, 
there could be no hurt in varying my expreſ- 
ſion, when I came to reply to his inſult; 
and eſpecially ſince that variation ſerved to 
ſhew any one, who was willing to underſtand 
me, in what way the foundations of the cauſe 
ef ſlavery were ſhaken ; namely, by the prevail- 
ing of true and generous principles ; which are in- 
deed as oppoſite to the cauſe of lawery,as the Bi- 
ſhop of Bangor is to the Dean of Chicheſter. He 
may, if he pleaſes, attribute my joy to a propbe· 
tie dream 1 aſſure him, it proceeds from the 
moſt 
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1 
moſt wakeful obſervations I have been able 
to make of the progreſs of the preſent con- 


troverſy. When I ſee what weapons ſuch a 
man as he is forc'd to uſe in it, I conclude the 


 nauſe of lawery is not to be ſupported by reaſon 
and argument: I rejoice, or, if he likes the 
word better, I triumph, that ſuch generous 

principles now prevail, as cannot but ſhake the 
foundations of ſlavery and perſecution. And if 


my joy upon this account is any offence to 


the Dean, it muſt be owing to his tender 
concern for either a bad cauſe, or the repu- . 
tation of his own management. 
But to go on with the Dean: Look, ſais 
he, into bis fr Book, and you'll find churches, 
councils, and convocations were the ſinking 
fabrics. And is not this to change the ideas 


quite? If churches in general are the fabrics I 
rejoice to ſee ſinking, I muſt rejoice to ſee 


chriſtianity itſelf ſink ; which I will not yet 
believe the Dean do's ſuppoſe to be true of 
me. I aſſure him I ſhall always rejoice to 
ſee it flouriſh, If the /inking fabrics are to be 
explain'd from that remoter ſentence, 'tis evi- 
dent they are not the churches, councils, Or con- 
Vocations themſelves; but their being made a 
rule for mens faith and practice; as may ap- 
| pear by what he immediately adds: In the 
vn "Wwe " which I ou b words, * by 
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(19) 
is glad to fee men ſeek to govern their 
ce faith and practice, not by the great names 
© of men, churches, councils, conuocations, or al- 


ec ſemblies ; but by the only rule, the word of 
„ God. And he preſently adds: „We re- 


„ Jodce to ſee the foundations ſhaken, and 
© the fabric ſinking.” I will not ask him, 
by what logic? but 1 think I may, with 
what conſcience he ſo intirely perverts the 
plain meaning of words? Are churches, and 
mens governing their faith and practice by the 


names of churches, the ſame things with him? 


I can't here but obſerve a little of the Dean's 

art. In citing my words he has been care- 

ful to put churches, councils, convocations, in a 
different character from aſſemblies, I can hard- 
Ip doubt of his deſigning to ſerve ſome pur- 
poſe by this; becauſe in the ſame paragraph 


he twice refers to thoſe words, and mentions 


churches, councils, and convocations, and intirely 
leaves out afſemblies, The reader by caſting 
back his eye upon the quotation, and ſeeing 
thoſe three words ſo remarkably diftinguiſh'd, 
might eaſily be led to think, that however I 
do not expreſly mention the church of Es- 


|} gland, yer I deſign'd it particularly and ſolely, 
as they are wont to talk ſo much of churches, 


cCeouncili, and convocations ; whereas tis plain by 
'Y the addition of aſſemblies, if that were allowed 


(16) 


to be as much taken notice of as the reft, that 
I ſpeak with an equal reference to my own, 
| and all other parties. 
Let us now hear the Dean's * up- 
on my words. What nov, ſays he, was the 
Fabric that was ſinking ? was it not the authority 
e men, churches, councils, and convocations ; | 
which, it ſeemt, can no more . preſcribe rules 
for mens practice, or behaviour in | the Church, 
than they can make a new faith ? And has he not: 
here again cbanged the ideas quite? Did he 
not juſt before repreſent me as making the 
\ churches, councils and | convocatioris themſelves 
the ſinking fabric? Was it not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that he ſhould do ſo, in order to vin- 
dicate himſelf in his firſt charge, That I re- 
Joic'd to ſee the fabric of the church ſinking ? 


But now inſtead of my makingithe cbureb the 


: ſinking fabric (which is the only thing to his 
| purpoſe) Lam only charged as making the 
aut bority of the church to be it. Had the Dean 


only charged me with rejoicing to ſee the 


authority of the church to govern. the: faith 

and practice of chriſtians, without the ſcrip- 
tures, to ſee this, I ſay, ſhaken ; I ſhould not 
have troubled him with the complaint I did: 

for that is, I confeſs, a great part of the cauſo 
of ſavery, which I rejoice to ſee linking. 


Tis 
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"Tis indeed my opinion, That the chureli 
Þ has no other authority than to execute the 
laws of Chrift ; and that no one is any more 
bound to ſubmit to their rules, as to his bo- 
> haviour, when he do's not ſee them warrants 
ed by reaſon and ſcripture ; than he is to re- 
ceive a new faith from them upon truſt. 
Herein he knows I am not ſingular; and 
ſomewhat more than the ſetting down the | 
opinion is neceſſary to expole it. 
lle adds: And Mr. Peirce thinks the gene- 
7 rous principle of refuſing all obedience to churches, 
3 councils, and convocations is now prevailing 
under the management of a brigbt ornament of our 
on communion. This is another ſtretch of my 
words. 1 have never ſaid, that twas a gene- 
rows principle to refuſe all . churches. 
J am for yielding obedience to them in the 
Lord; that is, when men obey him at the ſame 
time. I think it a generous principle, That 
every man has a right to judge for himſelf in 
matters of religion; and that no one is bound 
= to believe or practice any thing, but as he ſees 
evidence of its being the diate of reaſon, or 
revelation. And this principle, I own, do's 
in my apprehenſion very much prevail ondet : 
the management of a bright ornament of the 
Dean's own communion. Nor can I ſee how 
Z tis is poſſible | it ſhould do otherwiſe, if ſtrengeh 
s C Te 
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of argument will certainly prevail againſt 
ſpecious ſophiſtry. And I will, according to 


what he next ſays, again frankly own, that I 


do, and hope all my brethren the diſſenters will, 


look on rejoicing to ſee the foundations ſhaken, 


and the fabric ſinking ; I mean, of an implicit 


faith, and a blind obedience. 


The Dean finiſhes this head with a ſtroke 
for the paſſions. How right, ſays he, Mr. 


Peirce may be in his judgment of our weak and 
tottering condition, I will not inquire : but 1 ſay = 


again; What hopes, what triumphs are theſe ! 
Methinks I ſympathize with the Dean's 


friends, in the melancholy concern in which 


he has left them by this moving paſſage. But 
what an addition muſt it be to their grief, 
when they ſhall be forc'd to obſerve, that the 


Dean himſelf could find no better way to raiſe 
their paſſions in the cauſe of the church, than 


by confounding it with the cauſe of ſlavery. 
This is the cauſe which the Dean ſeems wil- 
ling to defend; and he need not go far to 


enquire in how wa and tottering a condition it is, 
if it is not to be defended by ſome other way 


than by argument; for no man can know 1t 


better, than he do's already himſelf. And yet 


the Dean ought not to be offended at my 


hopes and triumphs, when I ſee perſecution 


ſo n aper d and baffled: nay he a 
to 


(19) 
to join with me in them, if he can, as he tells 
us, Vindic. p. 4.5. with a clear mind ſay, he bas 
always pleaded againſt perſecution? | 

Let any impartial judge now ſay, whether 
my firſt charge of miſrepreſentations has not 
been made good. I proceed to another, 
grounded upon what immediately follows in 
the forecited page 41. of his Vindication. But 
to go en: He charges the church, p. 24. with 
perſecution ; and all who differ from the Biſhop 

of Bangor in the preſent controverſy as maintain» 
ers of it : agreeably to which he repreſents the 
diſſenters, as rhe holy remnant who have not 


ohh of England in this enen (and ſhould 
ſeem therefore in this Gentleman's opinion) is an 

idolatreſs, and her prieſts are the prieſts of Baal. 

He again returns to it, p. 43. I ſhould not have 
wonder d, bad one of their ignorant mechanics re- 

preſented the clergy of England as prieſts of 
| Baal; but tis ſurprixing to hear this from a man 
of letters, &c.— And tis an intimation at 
haſt, what purpoſes are to be ſerved by that 
power, to which ſome are now ſo eagerly plead- 
ing their right : and let every man, who wiſhes 
well to the church of England judge from 
hence, what he is to expect, if ever offices of 
power and truſt are lodg'd in diſſenters bands, 
Will they permit, do you think, the prieſts 1 
„ Ba 


ce 
ce 
3 
cc 

2 


3 


| cc 
ce 


| (26) 


Baal 70 live unmoleſted, or will they endure that 


the church of England, whoſe foundation is iu, 
| ſhould i be permitted to ſtand? No; &c. 


My complaint of this miſrepreſentation 


alſo was expreſs d in the ſofteſt terms, which tis 
neceſſary for me here again to repeat. © This 
is not (ſaid I, Reflect. p. 41.) a juſt repre- 

ſentation of my ſenſe, tho I don't much 
complain of him, ſince he has uſed me 
much better than he has the Biſhop of 


Bangor. Thoſe words have no relation to 


to the church of England in particular, 
The caſe is thus: Mr. Pilonniere had com- 


plain'd of the ſmalneſs of the number of 


thoſe proteſtants in general, whe had gone 


upon the true and only defenſible principle 


of the reformation; that is, who were a- 


gainſt perſecution; and among others, he 


ſeem d to me, to reckon the diſſenters to 
be friends to perſecution. He expreſsd 
like wiſe his judgment, that the extreme 


ſmalneſs of the number of thoſe who were 


for toleration, and againſt perſecution, 


was the only reaſon why the reformed 
religion did not more prevail in the world. 


Now when I had aſſerted that the diſſen- 
ters declared for toleration, I added: 
And I hope 'twill'be a comfort to him, 
who complains of the ſmalneſs ofthe num 

cc ber 
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cc ber of thoſe ho go upon the true and on- 


« ly defenſible ground of the reformation, to 
* hear, that God bas veſer ved to bimſelf, I don't 
* ſay ſeven, but many times ſeven thouſand, 


© who have not bowed the knee, &c. I did 


not ſo much as put in the word Ba; 
and when tis added, tis evident that only 
perſecution (which is a great idol with 
ſome men) is compar'd with Baal. And 
as one half of thoſe whom Mr. Pillonniere 
commends as being againſt perſecution, 


ce 


© are of the church of England, and muſt be 
N manifeſtly join'd with thoſe who have not 


* bow'd the Ente; ſo the charge can't be un- 


_ © derftood as brought againſt the church of 
"Fm ” England in general; but only againſt thoſe 


in that, or any other church, who are for 
As « perſecution. And therefore his complaint 
ach... me here, and again, p. 43. where he re- 
* newsit, is wholly groundleſs. 
This was my defence; and the Dean ha- 
ving tranſcrib'd it in his preface, goes on 


thus: I have inſerted this paſſage at large, that 


I may be ſure of not injuring Mr. Peirce. And 
now I defire the reader to obſerve, 1. That 
Mr. Peirce do's not deny that be charged the 
church of England with perſecution. 2. He 
owns that in his compariſon, the idol perſecu- 


cution is meant by Baal. This « all that 1 charg'd 
bim with : and this à all confeſid. lis 


(228) 


His firſt obſervation is true : I have, tho 


not there, yet in another place, charged the 


church of England with perſecution ; that is, I 


have charged many in that church to have 
been guilty of it. The church of England has 


always been divided into two parties, where- 
of the one has been for, the other againſt 


= perſecution : when the former has prevail'd, 
as it has for the moſt part, the cauſe of per- 


ſecution has been advanc'd, and laws have 


been made, the ſeverity of which the Dean 


himſelf ſays be cannot approve, p. 34. But the 


bother party, who have been fond perhaps of 
the epiſcopacy and liturgy of the church of 
England, have been enemies to perſecution : 
and I am far from charging them with it; 


as appears from what the Dean takes notice 
of, That I charge all, who differ from the Bi- 
{bop of Bangor in this oraſant controverſy, ax 


maintainers of perſecution: and er ae K 
muſt be underſtood to except him, and all 


who agree with him, out of the charge. And 
ſuch ways of ſpeaking of the church are not 
unuſual with the churchmen themſelves. 

As to his ſecond obſervation: Tis true 
that in my compariſon by Baal is meant 


perſecution, which is a great idol with ſome 


men, that is, they are extremly fond of it. 
But is this all the Dean charged me with? 


No 


em) * 


No); he charg'd me with two things more, 


without having the leaſt foundation for ei- 
ther of them. 1. That I repreſented the 


clergy of England as prieffs of Baal; whereas 
1 fay nothing like it, nor ſo much as men- 


tion either the clergy of England, or prieſts of 


Baal. The perſons whom I ſpeak of in that 
place, are ſuch as are among all parties in the 


world, both foreign proteſtants and Engliſh 


diſſenters, as well as the church of England. 
So that tis with the utmoſt violence and in- 


juſtice, that my words are made a repreſen- 


tation of the clergy. 2. In order to make 
this look the more plauſible, I am made to 
' repreſent the diſſenters, as the holy remnant , 


which have not bowed the knee to Baal. I ne- 
ver ſo much as uſe the words, the holy rem- 


nant, nor can I be underſtood to imply there 


the diſſenters are THE holy remnant, as appears 


by two things: 1. Becauſe I do not ſpeak 
of all the diſſenters, as I muſt have done, if 
the diſſenters ſtood here in oppoſition to the 


church of England, according to the Dean's 
account; but only of thoſe diſſenters, who 


are for univerſal toleration. For when I ſay, 
That proteſtant diſſenters generally declare 
for toleration;” *cis evident I pretend 


not to aſſert, they do it wniverſally. 2. 1 


cannot be ſaid to repreſent the diſſenters as 


THE 


Fr 


THE holy remnant, becauſe ſuch 2. repreſen: 
tation . be underſtood to make the whole 
of that remnant; whereas I ſpeak only. of 


many of them, as making but a part of thoſe 
who have not bowed the knee to Baal; and 
'acknowlege there are many others among fo- 


reign proteſtants, and in the church of England. 
Had not the Dean join'd this latter miſrepre- 


ſentation, the other would not have look'd at 


all plauſible, He may pleaſe himſelf with 
the art and dexterity of his management: 


but I am perſwaded the more this appears, 


the more ſtudied, wilful, and malicious the 
miſrepreſentation will be eſteem'd by all im- 


partial judges. 


Let us go on with the Dean. * remain 


only to be conſider d, what ground there was for 
3he conſequence I deduced from theſe poſitions, 


Viz. that this compariſon repreſents the church of 


England r an idolatreſs, and ber prieſts as 
the prieſts of Baal. But i ic ſhould have been 


remember'd, that tis one thing to deduce & 


conſequence from what an adverſary ſais, and 
quit another to charge him with making 4 


repreſentation of which he ſays not one word. 


The latter was the Dean's charge againſt me, 
tho? he would now diſſemble ic. What leſs 
than this can he mean, when he ſais he 


Souls not have wonder d, bod one of our igno- = 


rant. z 
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rant mechanics repreſented the clergy of En- 
gland as priefts of Baal ; but that tis ſurprixing 
0 hear this from me. "Tis accounted unjuſt 
to impute to a man the conſequences of his 
opinion, if he himſelf do's not perceive they 
are ſuch, or do's not own them as his ſenti- 
ments. By proving the conſequences to be 
natural, you endeavour to convince him of 
his miſtake; but by charging him with hold- 
ing them, you wound his reputation: and the 
injury is ſtill greater, when there is really no 
connexion between his poſitions, and the con- 
# ſequences which he is charged to hold. And 
that this injury has been done me, will till 
2 farther appear as we proceed with the Dean. 
F in this, ſays he, I drew @ falſe conſe- 
© quence, I ſhould be glad to bade it ſhewn to be ſo, 
by Mr. Peirce, or the Biſhop for him. That his 
” Lordſhip may not by any very unneceſſary 
trouble be diverted from nobler work, I ſhall 
7 readily undertake to gratify the Dean myſelf, | 
The conſequence, ſays he, fand thus : 
The prieſts of that 3 which ſets up an 
idol, are the prieſts of that idol. 
Bat the church of TOS ſs 17 the idol 
Baal [perſecution] 
| Therefore the prieſts of the church of England 
ate prieſts of Baal. 
If che Dean did not ſoem to me to hector 
# doth the Biſhop and myfelf with his demon- 
2 | firation 


| (26) 
| . ſtration, which for the heightening his tri- 
| umph he has pretended to put into a ſyllo- 
giſm, I ſhould not trouble him about the 
form of it, but ſhould have contented myſelf * 
| with reRifying it. As it now ſtands 'tis a a 
| = very wretched one, according to all the lo- 4 
| 1 gics which I ever ſaw. One rule which they | 
_ uſe to give is, That the terminus minor, or the 
: ſubject of the concluſion, muſt be join'd with 
the terminus medius in the minor propoſition; 
| Whereas the terminus minor, Which 1s, the J 
prieſts of the church of England, do's not ap- 
pear in the minor propomticn at all. And 


rule of logie, That it has more tn hows I 
terms. The Dean who would here inſult 
the Biſhop, as well as me, with his logic, will 
| pardon me if I rectify his argument a little 
for him. And with a ſubmiſſion to better 
| judgments I conceive it ought to ſtand thus: 
he prieſts of that church which ſets up 
an idol, are the prieſts of that idol. 

But the prieſts of the church of England, 
are prieſts of that church which ſets up an 
idol [Baal or perſecution]. by 

| Therefore the prieſts of the church of Ex- I 
gland, are the prieſts of that idol [ Baal or per- 
ſecution. ] N 

1 will venture to truſt the Dean's o.] 
judgment, that I have put his argument into | 

+1 


ene 


a better form than he has done himſelf. And 
therefore, inſtead of puting him off with 
barely telling him thar his own argument is 
a paralogiſm, which yet is allow'd to be a ſuf- 
ficient anſwer, I will diſtinctly reply to it, 
as I have reform'd it. As to the major pro- 


8 poſition then; I deny it, as it ſtands in either 


his, or my own forming the argument. The 
prieſts of that church which ſets up an idol, 
are not neceſſarily the prieſts of that idol; 
unleſs he ſuppoſes them to be ſuch prieſts, as 


actually attend the ſervice of that idol. If 


he underſtands his major propoſition under 
this limitation, I grant it; but then I deny 
his minor: But the prieſts of the church of 
England are prieſts of that church which ſets | 
up an idol, and miniſter in the ſervice of 
that idol. And his minor he ought to prove 
to be my aſſertion, ſince he is arguing from 
thence. But where do I ſay any ſuch thing? 
Nay, how planty is that contrary to the 
ſenſe of my words? This kind of arguing, 
which the Dean ſtoops to, is a very ready 
way to ſecure him the reparation of an un- 
fair diſputant. 
In his next paragraph he tells us: "Ads. 
Peirce ſays farther, that his words | who 
have not bowed the knee, &c.] have no rela- 
tion to the cburgh of England in particular; very 


D 2 friez 


(29) 
_ 1 I think be meant to chirge all eſtabliſh- 
ed churches that are, or ever were; but is the re- 
flettion the Jeſs injurious t to the church of England? 
Is it any conſolation to us to be told, that the | 
churches of Chrift, from the days of Conſtantine x 


at leaf, have bowed the knee to Baal! F 

The reader ſees the church of Kate is 
not ſo much as named in the paragraph; 
and therefore he may judge with what equi- 
ty my expreſſion was interpreted, Nor is it 
very fair in the Dean now to fay, I meant 
60 charge all eſtabliſh'd churches. One would. 


think he ſhould not have overlook'd the very vx 


next words to thoſe he has been torturing : 2 
I think too, he [ Mr. Pillonniere] is unjuſt 
© to the proteſtants, by repreſenting them in 
« genera as friends tO perſecution. How little of 
© this is to be met with in the neighbouring 
& ſeven provinces, or in general among the 
. Cal viniſti at this day : eee 
I was not defi igning the conſolation of the church 
of England, but of Mr. Pillonniere, to whom 
1 was ſatisfied what I ſaid would be a conſola- 
tion, if I did not miftake the apprehenſions he 
had of us. And let any man read the whole 
paragraph, and ſay whether the cenſure de- 
ſerves to be heinoufly reſented, when 'tis 
paſs d upon thoſe for whom I profeſs a very 
high value. However the Dean in his cafe 
ts ns, need 


40 


need not ſhun the conſolation, | for there is 
| ſome in it; and his own church (if I had ſpo · 
ken particularly of it, as I did not) need not 
grudge to be tax'd with an evil to which 
humane nature is ſo very prone, that few, if 
any, churches have kept wholly clear of it. 
J have indeed, as the Dean profeſſes to have 


 likewile, the ſevereſt notion of it: yet he 


may ſee what allowances I am ready to make 5 
for ſuch as have been guilty, Letter to Dr. 
Snape, p. 41. Oc. And I am willing to do it 
as much as I can in the caſe of churchmen, as 
well as Calvin, and our other reformers. I on- 
ly wiſh thoſe learned men, who condemn ic 
in one diſcourſe, or page, would be ſo con- 
ſiſtent as not to juſtify it in another. 
I will fave myſelf the trouble of tranſcri- 
bing his next paragraph, what I have alrea- 
dy ſaid being ſufficient in anſwer to it. I 
N to that which follows. 5 
I am willing to leave it to any impartial man 
ro judge what Mr. Peirce could mean, when af- 
ter having (in his firſt Book) laid perſecution to 
the charge of the church of England, he proceeds 
to windicate the diſſenters againſt the like charge, 
and ſays, they had not bowed the knee, &. 
I am as willing as the Dean to leave the 
impartial to judge what I meant. His diſ- 
courſe would indeed inſinuate, that after I had 
: tix d 


(30) 


fixd upon the church the charge of perſecuti- 


on, I then immediately proceeded to clear 
the oppoſite party, the diſſenters, from the 


like charge; and one would gueſs by reading 
his words, that this was certainly my grand 
- deſign: ; 2 beſide the diſtance of one 


— 


diſſenters is merely incidental, brought in up» 


on the occaſion of a paſſage in Mr. Pillonniere; 
which I own'd 1 did not underſtand, and in 
my gueſs at the meaning of which it appears 
tince I was miſtaken, 

He adds: Is not this a ſtrong . that 


the church, which be pronounced guilty, had bow- 
ed the knee to Baal? Tis often ſo eaſy for an 


adverſary to imagine that to be a ffrong impli- 
cation, which was deſign'd for none at all, that 


had the Dean underſtood me ſo, he ought to 
have been ſo modeſt as to call it only by that 
name, and not have charged me with a repre- 


ſentation inſtead of a ſtrong implication. 


But I have reſerv d it to this place to ſpeak. : 


a little more fully to this expreſſion of bo- 
ing the knee to Baal, upon which the Dean 


has thought fit to make ſuch outcries. The 
expreſſion is alluſive; and the Dean is, I be- 


lieve, the ſirſt man who ever tortur'd any 
| thing of that nature, at ſo unmerciful a rate, 


in order to reproach an adverſary. What ; 
- could 
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could any candid and reaſonable man ſuſpect 


was meant by it; but to declare, that as bow- 
ing the knee to Baal was a great wickedneſs, 
ſo I thought perſecution was likewiſe? This 


was what I meant; and could hardly have 
imagin'd, unleſs I had ſeen it, that any man 
would rack his head to pick out of the expreſ- 


ſion a charge of idolatry. The Dean himſelf 


will juſtify my words, as not too ſevere to de- 
ſcribe perſecution ; ſince he owns, Vindic. p. 


45. "tis indeed as bad as it can be deſcrib d to be. 
He knows this has by ſome of his own church 


been reckon'd as great a crime among the 


papiſts, as the idolatry they are juſtly char- 


ged with. Where then is the hurt of the diſ- 
pleaſing paſſage, which has not one word in 
in it of the church of England? If he may 
innocently himſelf declare his bad opinion 
of perſecution, why ſhould he be offended at 


me for uſing the ſame liberty? 

Farther, it ſeems unaccountable to me, that 
the compariſon I uſed ſhould have ſuch an 
invidious conſequence forced upon it. It has 


in time paſt been thought neceſſary to make 
ſome allowance to compariſons, and that e- 
very circumſtance of the things compar'd was 
not requir'd to be exactly alike in them: but 
1 ſee now they muſt run on all four. What 

ſtrange work will this courſe make in the 
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ſcriptures themſelves, if it be.taken in treat- 
ing of all the alluſions, compariſons, and pa- 
rables we meet with there ? What a fine train 
of conſequences may ſuch a fruitful inventi- 
on as the Dean's draw, from our Lord's be- 
ing ſaid to come as a thief in the night ? Butt. 
will content myſelf with ſhewing the abſurdi- 
ty of the Dean's proceeding, by conſidering 
| how injurious tis to the diſcourſe of the apo- 
ſtle, from whom I evidently borrow'd my 
: compariſon. His words in the place I refer 
to, Rom. xi. 2, 3, 4, 5. are theſe: God bath 
not caſt away his people which he foreknew. Wot 
ye not not what the ſcripture ſaith of Elias? how | 
he maketh interceſſion to God againſt Iſrael, ſaj- 
ing, Lord they have killed thy prophets, 7; dig- 
ged down thine altars ; and I am left alone, and 
they ſeek my life. But what ſaith the anſwer of 
God unto him? ] have reſerved to myſelf ſeven 
_ thouſand? men, who have not bowed the knee 
to the image of Baal. Even ſo then at this pre- 
ſent time alſo there is 4 remnant del to the 
' eleffiow of grace,” EE EY 5 
ITis plain here the apoſtle's cofhpariiih i is 
of the body of the people of Irael, who were 
fallen into idolatry in the days of Elias; and 
the ſeven thouſand who then kept themſelves 
free from that wickedneſs, not bowing the nee 
ro Baal, on the one hand: ; and the unbeliev- 
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ing Fews of St. Paul's own time ; ag the cons 
verted Fews, which he calls the remnant, On 
the other hand. Let Dean Sherlock now 


7 make his out- ory againſt St. Paul: let him 


tell the world, that the unbelieving Fews, 
the eſtabliſhed church of his own country, in 
* this compariſon (and ſhould ſeem therefore in St. 
© Paul' opinion) were idolaters, and their prieſts 
were prieſts of Baal. Let the Dean's own con- 
© ſcience” judge, whether St. Paul deſignd to 
charge the unbelieving Fews as guilty of ido- 
latry, of which all the world acquits them; 
and to pretend that the remnant of them 
which embraced chriſtianity, were the only 
Fews who were not chargable with chat 
crime. ' And till he vouchſafes to faſten the 
* ſame conſequence upon St. Paal, I requeſt 
that I may for his ſake eſcape his cenſure ; 
and that the Dean will once be ſo ingenuous, 
as to acknowledge he has injur'd an erer, 
without any the leaſt cauſe. 
In the reſt of the paragraph he argues 
from my opinion, but repreſents it moſt un- 
fairly, and defectively. 1 ſhall for brevity 
ſake fupply the defects in the parentheſis's 
which I ſhall add. If the reader leaves them 
out, he will have the Dean's words exactly 
| tranſribed-; ; if he puts them i in, he will need 
no other anſwer. Thus then the Dean goes 
on: : 5 Can 


4 1 el 


Can the charatter given to [ſome only, and 
i goo not all] diſſenters, and ſome proteſtants abroad 
q | [ for whom he profeſſes the higheſt reſpect, 
i and to a party of the church of England alſo] 
merely upon ſuppoſing them clear of the crime im- 
= puted to the | other party of the] church, amount 
0 any thing leſs than fixing the reverſe of that © 
= character upon [both thoſe parties of] be 
church of England? Do's not the very application © 
of this paſſage of ſcripture to the preſent caſe infer 
this charge? The holy remnant, who had not 
| bowed the knee to Baal, were diffinguiſh'd from 
1 '2be idolatrous Iſraelites : In the compariſon © 
| [ſome proteſtants abroad, ſome part of the 
church . of England, and only ſome of ] be 
diſſenters are the holy remnant ; rhey are there- © 
fore diffinguiſh'd from the idolerrome crowd of 
perſecutors. Ai now Mr. Peirce who they | 
are, and he will tell you that the church of En- 
gland is 4 perſecuting church. [That is, That 
there is a party in the church of England, © 
who are for perſecution, and the reſt of the 
crowd of perſecutors conſifts of ſuch in al! 
parties, whether of diſſenters, or foreign pro- 
teſtants, who are friends to een 
But to go on with the Dean. 3 
i Hle pleads, I know, for bimſelf, that he did N 
Þ not ſo much as put in the word Baal; but 
| only ſaid, they had not bowed the knee, SC . 

oy did 
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T did not make any complaint of the Dean 


for putting in the word; nor did I lay much 


ſtreſs upon my leaving it out. I only thus 
ſlightly mention d it en paſſant: l did not 


« fo much as put in the word Baal ; and 
hen tis added, tis evident that only 


5e perſecution is compar to Baal. Howe- 
ever the Dean beſtows a ſhort paragraph up- 


on anſwering it. 


An unbappy excuſe, ſays he, in my opinion; 
[Bur in truth 'tis not pleaded as an ex- 


cuſe] for it plainly ſhews that Mr. Peirce ſaw 
how the refleFion pointed; | Without doubt 


I he did, wiz. at perſecution ; or, if he pleaſes, 


at er among all parties, his own as 
well as others] why elſe did he not put in the 


word Baal? or where was the modeſty in leav- 


ing it out? I deſign'd to expreſs my ſenſe of 


the greatneſs of the evil I was expoſing. IfI 


was miſtaken in thinking that leaving out 
the word might abate the offence it might 
give the guilty, I am not the firſt in the mi- 
ſtake ; it being not unuſual with authors to 


1 ſupply the abſence of an hard word with an &c. 


or a daſh, when the reflection is plain; and 


+ this has been thought to carry ſome degree of 
Z modeſty with it. 1 grant the truth of what the 


Dean adds : His not expreſſing the word is an ei- 


dence that be was | conſcious of the foulneſs of the. 


E 2 (here 


| r 


charge it carried with 'S and bis leaving out a 


| word ſo ea ſily ſupplied , by every reader, is no Juſtifi | 
= cation. Nor did I ever pretend the contrary. 
| 
| 
| 


Theſe are the only miſreprencations from 
fo} | which the Dean has endeavour'd to clear him- 
1 ſelf; and ſince he do's not, neither ſhall I take 
| notice of the others I charged him with, Re- 
þ ect. p. 44, 46. I wiſh, for his own ſake, he, | 
HY would be ſo ingenuous as to acknowledge the, | 
4 injury he has done me. And at the ſame time, 

I cannot forbear to wiſh that ſome. nameleſs | 
authors alſo, who haye lately traduced me 
and ſome others, and ſpread the moſt notori- 
ous and malicious falſhoods, would do us ju- 
ſtice in like manner. They will do well to 
cConſider, that a righteous God will one day 
find out thoſe, who think themſelves ſafe 
now in privily flandering their neighbours. But 
4 pray God to give them true repentance. | 

The Dean at parting is pleaſed to reflect 

upon a Book of mine, reprinted ſince this contro- 
very; one principal deſign of the firſt part of 
which was ta expoſe perſecution, which is an 
evil the Dean thinks cannot eaſily be deſcrib'd 
in worſe terms than it deſerves, I hope there- 
fore he will not be diſpleas'd with me for 
any hard things I have ſaid of it. If I have: 
there made reflections upon particular times, 
= perſons, ot parties, I am willing to incur cen- 
1 3 ſure 
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fare, as far as the facts upon which they are 
founded do not appear ſufficient to ſupport 
them. And I hope the reader will be fo fair 


; | to me as to allow, that I ſpeak impartially a- 


” gainſt the wickedneſs when practis d by ei- 

* trheriparty; for which I appeal to my Vindic. 

4 p. 33, 34 5 

But tis a hard caſe, when ſome men may 

purſue cruel meaſures, and others not be al- 

low d to complain of them. For my own part 
I can truly ſay, were but the evil itſelf as uni- 

verſally abhor'd, and the ſpirit of perſecuti- 

on as generally laid aſide as they ought to be; 

I ſhould not care if all the books (and ao 


| the reſt my own) which tend to preſerve the 


memory of proteſtant perſecutions, were for 

the honour of our religion utterly deſtroy d. 
But alas! as long as that abomination has 

its well-wiſhers and zealous advocates, the 
ſetting i it forth in its true colours, and genu- 
ine effects, ſeems to me very friendly and ſer- 
viceable to mankind. | 
he Dean, who is e wich me, has 
the freedom I have uſed in reflecting upon 
ſome of the Biſhops of the church, do's not 
ſtick to do the ſame, if they ſeem to ſtand in 
his way; it being one of that order, if Iam 
not miſtaken, he charges in the ſame page 
with bringing a very wile accuſation, and ma- 
king a violent attack upon him. — 


(38) 
As 1 did not begin with the Dean, ſo 1 
aſſure him, I have as little inclination as he 
can have to draw on @ new tontroverſy with him. 
I have but little time for it, and apprehend I 
may have-yet much leſs; and had I not ex- 
pected that this anſwer would have come into 
a leſs compaſs, than I now find it do's, I que- 
{tion whether I ſhould have begun it. He 
muſt hereafter allege ſomewhat more mate- 
rial, or I ſhall, without troubling the world 
aleelh; truſt co the jadgment and candour of 
his cexders. x 
He is pleaſed to expreſs his great concern to 
ſeei in my late writings ſo much bitterneſs of ſpirit 
againſt the church, after thirty years indulgence to 
nonconformiſts. Theſe, he ſays, are not the fruits, 
which ere expected from the Toleration. I am 
not conſcious of a bitterneſs of ſpirit. towards 
any man, for differing in his judgment from 
me about the points in controverſy between 
vs and the church of England. I cannot indeed 
think of perſecution without ſomewhat of in- 
dignation: but where men are againſt that, 
and for leaving all men to the full enjoyment 
of their liberty, in all matters wherein the 
Civil ſtate is not concern'd, I have no diſplea- 
ſure againſt them for following their own 
judgments: nay, I ſhould be griev'd to fee 
them reſtrain d in the leaſt from doing ſo, 


tho“ 


| 
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| tho' it were only by megative diſcourag ments. 
But the Dean cannot but know what cauſe we 


have had for gomplaines: and 'cis a hard caſe 


indeed, if he will not give the ſufferers leave to 


ſpeak. The government, if I miſtake not, has 


nat, during the indulgence, had the leaſt 8 


of complaint againſt us; but the unkind beha- 
viour (I think I ſpeak modeſtly) of too many 
churchmen, both in their actions and writings, 
will not only excuſe, but juſtify, many hard 


things which have been ſaid. I purpoſely' a- 


yoid deſcending to particulars ; ; and ſhall only 


fay, I heartily wiſh all the Dean's friends were 


as ſincerely diſpoſed to lay aſide all bitterneſs of 
ſpirit toward us, as I am to forbear any ex- 


preſſion which may be provokigg to them. 


But tis difficult to ſpeak of things groſly evil 
in a way that ſhall not offend ſuch as abet 
them; and I am very ſorry it ſhould have been 
my lor to treat of ſuch. 

I cannot conclude without juſt obſerving, 
that this is not the only inſtance, in which 


the Right Reverend the Biſhop of Bangor has 
been ill treated on my account; which has 


added very much to the affliction of my own 


ill treatment. Particularly in one of the moſt 
infamous papers that was ever ſuifered in any 


civiliz'd nation, I, with ſome others, am 


charged with ſublcribiog a paper, an 


: 4 the 


_ the divinity of Chriſt : Wer is ſo ſaid, as that 


every one is to underſtand; that I flew about a 


Letter, which I receiv'd from his Lordſkip, 


encouraging me to go on. But as in the firſt 
place, I can ſafely declare, that neither I, nor 


any of my brethren, that I know of deny the 
divinity of Chrif, or ever ſign'd ſuch” a pa- 


per; ſo I muſt in juſtice pede, as I do, 


moſt ſolemnly, That I never receiv'd one 
Letter, or one Line in a Letter, from his Lord- 


ſhip, upon any ſubject wliatſdever. This 


the reader may the more eaſily believe, fi ince 


I can with the ſame ſolemnity proteſt,” that 


however ambitious I ſhould have been of that 
| honour ; yet I never gave him the leaſt oc- 
caſion to Write to me, by writing a ſingle 
Letter or Line to him in my life. 


1 have now done; and ſhall only ſay 


ar: parting, That if the reader i is ſatisfied of the | 
 clearneſs of my defence, he ought never here- 
after to truſt the Dean in any of the repreſen- | 
ations he ſhall think fit to make of my opi- 
nion, however plauſibly he may ſeem to talk, 

without looking himſelf into my writings. 


And the ſame piece of juſtice, I think, both 


he and I owe to any adverſary the Dean 
8 chinks fit to encounter. MY 
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